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We moved to Alaska in 1968, driving up the Alcan Highway (Alaska Hwy.) in a Volkswagen Bus loaded
down with everything we owned in this world. At that time the highway was 1,100 miles of unpaved surface
which produced a massive dust trail behind us. When you looked in the rearview mirror and observed this
dust erupting behind you, you got a sensation of speed that was pretty awesome. That sense of speed is
depicted by the eighth notes at the outset of the piece.

It was quite a contrast when you made a rest or gas stop in any of the the small roadside towns, which
seemed to walk to a totally different drummer, hence the middle section having a much more laid back
character.

On driving the highway twenty years later it was not the same due to much additional pavement, and an
occasional fast food outlet, yet some of the old character was still there, and probably still is.
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PREVIEW ONLY

James Parcel was born and raised in Portland, Oregon. He attended the University of Oregon (Eugene), achieving a bachelors
degree in music. He moved to Anchorage, Alaska where he taught band at the High School level for over thirty years. Mr. Parcel
received a masters degree in Music Education also from U of O.

Jim has always been an active trombone player playing in the Anchorage Symphony Orchestra, several jazz ensembles and
combos as well as in brass quintets. He started experimenting with composing and arranging in his early years of teaching and his
interest in composition continues.
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