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This famous piece was originally written for piano and orchestra then later scored, by the composer, for
orchestra alone. Later, it was changed considerably and a chorus was added for the intended inclusion in the
opera-ballet Mlada. It was changed, yet again, as a stage interlude for Sorochintsy Fair. It was Rimsky-
Korsakov who, after the death of Moussorgsky, made a purely orchestral tone-poem out of a combination of
elements from the instrumental and choral versions: "When I started putting it in order with the intention of
creating a workable concert piece", he wrote, "I took everything I considered the best and most appropriate
out of the late composer’s remaining materials to give coherence and wholeness to this work."

These are the score notes from the original manuscript:
Subterranean din of supernatural voices. Appearance of Spirits of Darkness, followed by that of the god

Chernobog. Glorification of the Black God. The Black Mass. Witches’ Sabbath, interrupted at its height by
the sounds of the far-off bell of the little church in a village. It disperses the Spirits of Darkness. Daybreak.
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for the Foothills Brass Quintet

A NIGHT ON BALD MOUNTAIN

(1839-1881)

M. Moussorgsky
Orchestrated by N. Rimsky-Korsakov

Arranged by D. Marlatt
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