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Issac Albeniz

Suite Espanola Op. 47, originally for solo piano, is made up of pieces written in 1886 in honor of the Queen
of Spain. Like many of Albéniz' piano pieces, these works are miniature tone poems of different geographical
regions and musical idioms of Spain. The eight original titles are Granada, Cataluna, Sevilla, Cadiz, 
Leyenda (Asturias), Aragon, Castilla and Cuba. Suite Espanola has become one of the most performed of 
Albéniz’ piano works, a favourite of both pianists and audiences. There have been many guitar arrangements
of several of the pieces including Granada, Sevilla and Leyenda.

The indicated tempo has a huge range on purpose. The arranger believes this piece can be successfully 
performed at two basic tempos, either about 110 or 132+. If the latter tempo is selected there will be some 
quick (and light!) double tonguing required. If a slower tempo is taken, this technical difficulty can be 
avoided. Although the piccolo trumpet part adds a great colour (and another octave), the piece works fine 
without it.
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