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Traditional

There are many versions of the text and music for this famous Irish Christmas carol. The words ultimately 
come from the story of the voyages of the “Three Kings of Cologne”. The music was found in the collection
Christmas Carols New and Old by Bramley and Stainer in 1878.

This lively carol works well for a brass choir consisting of 4 trumpets, 2 horns, 2 trombones, baritone, tuba 
and optional percussion. Melody is found throughout the ensemble including the tuba and cup mutes are used
in the trumpets to create a new texture.
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