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Richard Byrd

Canción del Pájaro for trumpet and piano is based on a traditional fandango—a lively Spanish or Portuguese
couples dance in triple meter typically based on the recurring descending chord progression i—VII—VI—V.
The couples dance is reflected in the spirited interplay between the piano and the trumpet parts that
immediately follows the emotive rubato introduction.

Canción del Pájaro was originally written in a simpler form as a commission by the Glendover Elementary
School to feature the composer’s son. The present modified version is more challenging—technical dexterity
on the soloist’s part is required to manage the quick tempo and florid ornamentation. The exciting build up
to the climax is immediately followed by a short notated cadenza, allowing the advanced performer the
option to improvise an extended ad lib cadenza. This work is fun to perform, enjoyable to hear, and is ideal
for competitions and engaging concert programs that feature exciting trumpet performers.
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