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Icy Nights
A Winter’s Tale
Donald Coakley

Icy Nights is a spatial piece. Whatever the venue, the first horn player can be next to the piano, on stage, in
the traditional manner. The second horn can be placed in a gallery behind the audience, or off stage, or in
view at the side of the stage. The important thing is that the two horn performers be in different places in the
performing venue. Regardless of venue, the performers are free to use their ingenuity in determining a
spatial relationship.

The opening thirteen bars in the first horn part should be played in an ad lib. manner. The performer should
use his or her own musical instincts in interpreting this opening section, without regard to any tempo. No
tempo indication appears till bar fourteen, when the piano enters. Icy Nights is not intended to paint a
"programmatic" picture of a cold winter night. Rather, it is intended to evoke the feelings, and sensations, of
a cold, clear winter evening, when ones breath turns to icy shards in the air, and the stars twinkle vividly in
the cold night. Anyone, who has experienced this kind winter evening, will understand what I'm talking
about. The word "Hauntingly" is used to describe the overriding interpretation of Icy Nights.

At bar thirty-six, the left arm should encompass as many black keys as possible. The right foot pedal on the
piano should remain down from bar thirty-six, through bar forty-seven. The decay of the last black key

chor: SSe el ; ar-thi i ith thefirst trelkle ch ss dgebar thirty-
nine. Q

At ball eightyifivig, t lisfanddy on thie blfick kgys be playe eat Ogavula, then dradually
diminuendo through bar eighty-eight. At bars one hundred and six, and one hundred and seven, the strings

from E flat two, to F three, should be plucked quickly, either as single notes, or random chords. The
important thing is to execute this passage quickly, without regard to note values.
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ICY NIGHTS

A Winter's Tale
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