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Ryan Meeboer

Pride and Valour is composed using a traditional march form, but incorporates the excitement of a bold,
concert or festival work.

The piece opens with all instruments playing with a strong, but not overblown, sound, grabbing the
audience’s attention.

The main melody enters at measure 17. The rest of the quintet plays striking chords in response to this bold
melody. This section provides a challenge, as the notes must be played quickly, strongly, accurately and in
time.  Be prepared to spend some extra time rehearsing this part of the piece.

The melody is then moved around the ensemble with new accompaniment material introduced each time. Be
sure the contrasting section at measure 49 is just that, contrasting. The dynamics, articulation, and melody
must be accurate in order to create more interest in the piece. When the main melody comes back at measure
65, a countermelody is brought in and should be played out.

The traditional trio begins at measure 81. This part of the song is supposed to have more pep to it, as
compared to the dark feeling of the opening melody of the piece. Make sure to keep this section light, with a
little bounce to it.

The piece ends by bringing back the introduction and main melody of the piece, as most marches do. The
song should end with the same amount of energy as its opening.
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