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The dragon dance is often part of a parade during Chinese New Year and other special events. It is performed
by a team of skilled dancers using poles to manipulate a long flexible figure of a dragon. The colorful display
combined with driving percussive music is a truly amazing spectacle to see. There are 4 different dragons
represented here - each with a unique character and personality, then are combined in different ways
musically.

The dragons could be named or drawn by the students allowing for the music to form images in their minds.

Using the pentatonic scale (just the black keys on a piano) melodies and harmonies with distinctly Asian feel
have been created. The range and rhythms are straight forward and the use of several percussion colors also
contributes to this sonority.

The personality of each of the dragons is created with the appropriate dynamic and articulations. Some of are
more accented and some are smoother in character.
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