
Friederich	August	Belcke	(1795-1874	)	
 
Belcke	and	the	Danish	connection.	

As	far	as	we	know	the	German	Trombone	virtuoso	Friederich	August	Belcke	toured	Denmark	
three	times:	1832,	1835	and	in	1838.		

Belcke	had	an	association	to	the	Danish	Court	-	being	on	friendly	terms	with	Frederik	7th	to	whom	
he	dedicated	two	solo	works	for	trombone.	He	wrote	a	coronation	march	for	Christian	the	8th	
which	was	published	as	a	piano	version	in	the	same	year	as	the	coronation	(1840).		

Some	years	before	(1835)	Belcke	had	visited	Copenhagen	and	together	with	his	flute	playing	
brother	(Christian	Gottlob	Belcke)	and	members	of	the	Royal	Danish	Court	Orchestra	made	a	
“concert	spirituel”	in	the	Royal	Palace	Church.		The	concert	spiritual	was	a	concept	that	the	Belcke	
brothers	embraced.	You	can	find	numerous	examples	and	concert	programs	where	the	brothers	
joined	forces	with	the	local	musicians	and	made	a	concert	together	with	a	program	consisting	of	
sacred	and	secular	music.	At	this	concert,	a	young	aspiring	composer	Henrik	Rung	took	part	both	
in	the	role	as	violon	player	(double	bass)	and	as	having	some	of	his	first	compositions	played.	
(Thrane:	Cæciliaforeningen	og	dens	stifter	page.32).		

Schweizer-Klänge	was	played	at	this	event	(Allgemeiner	Musikalischer	Anzeiger	nr.	13	29th	of	
March	1835)	with	a	thorough	description	that	it	was	played	under	the	presence	of	his	Royal	
Highness	the	Crown	Prince	Frederik	(later	Christian	the	8th).	Apparently,	it	had	already	become	a	
“touring	piece”	since	Belcke	also	played	it	in	Hamburg	(Hamburger	Musikalische	Zeitung	No.	12	
21st	of	March	page	94).	Whether	the	“Preghiera”	(Prayer)	was	played	on	this	concert	is	a	bit	more	
uncertain.	Since	there	is	a	distinction	in	the	dedications	–	the	“Schweizerklänge”	is	in	German	and	
“Preghiera”	is	in	Danish	(possibly	the	copyist)	and	furthermore	the	dedication	for	“Preghiera”	is	to	
the	King	Frederik	7th	which	means	that	either	the	copyist	has	updated	the	dedication	or	the	
composition	is	made	as	a	tribute	to	Frederik	7th	when	he	became	King	in	1848.	There	is	evidence	
that	there	has	been	a	correspondence	between	Belcke	and	Chr.	8.	–	letter	from	1838	–	which	is	in	
the	royal	archives	(Vello	Helk:	Kongehusarkivet	p.67).	

Belcke	had	a	close	relationship	to	the	Danish	court	and	wrote	at	least	3	works	dedicated	to	
respectively	Frederik	7th	(Preghiera?)	and	Christian	8th	(Schweizer-Klänge	1835	and	Coronation	
March	1840).	

“Schweizer-Klänge”	was	part	of	a	music	collection	donated	to	the	Royal	Danish	Library	from	S.A.E.	
Hagen	(Sophus	Albert	Emil	Hagen	1842-1929).	Hagen	was	a	musicologist,	music	publisher	and	
composer.		

“Schweitzer-Klänge”	is	scored	for	“harmonie	musik”	–	wind	band	–	solo	bass	trombone,	1	flute,	2	
oboes,	2	clarinets,	2	bassoons	and	2	horns.	The	bass	instruments	are	either	bass	horn	(serpent	or	
ophicleide)	contra	bassoon,	violin	(double	bass).		

I	am	indebted	to	my	esteemed	colleague	prof.	emeritus	Mogens	Andresen	who	made	me	aware	of	
the	“Preghiera”	(Prayer)	and	its	origin.	

Niels	Ole-Bo	Johansen	

February	23,	2021	
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