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Kenley Kristofferson

In Stillness, reaches for that which is greater than ourselves. It may be one god or many gods, or it may be greatness of the past or
future, but it is the light that is just beyond our mortal reach. This piece starts slowly and grows in intensity over time until the
glorious climax, after which it relaxes in tone and volume before reaching a short final section of quiet tension. This ends with a
warm tonic chord, signifying the light that greets all of us at the end.

• The first four bars should have a fluid tempo, with the four bar phrase feeling like 1+1+2. The breath marks denote space between
those bars, which is important because the next phrase at m5-8 doesn’t have them.

• From m17 (the trumpet solo), the voices wrap and layer around one another. Encourage the ensemble to be mindful of both
bringing out the moving line and making room for the moving lines of others. Many of the moving lines are in the soprano and alto
voices, so the lower voices can still project and maintain the balance of the ensemble.

• The climax at m24 has a variety of parts whose relation to one another can be interpreted according to the conductor’s preference.
I tend to favour the moving lines, but the 2-3 suspension is an important colour.

• The final section of the piece (m39-end) represents the challenge of letting go, even when you feel like you can’t resist any
longer. Let your interpretation be guided by the choral version, where the choir sings “In stillness” seven times before softly
singing the final phrase, “at rest.”Prev
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