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Ryan Meeboer

Downfall is a fun and aggressive, yet simply sophisticated piece that focuses on using the first notes learned
in most method books. It is the perfect opportunity for performers to develop both individual skills, such as
articulations, accidentals, dynamics and ensemble playing such as balance and call and response.
Throughout the piece, each part is given the opportunity to shine by performing some form of the main
melody.

One important concept to note occurs at measure 9 (and again at measure 43) where the trumpet parts
alternate playing the repeated pitch as a rhythmic drone. The two parts need to be well rehearsed to make it
flow and sound as if one trumpet is continuously playing the D. At the same time, they need to be sure that
they are not overpowering the instrument(s) performing the melody.
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