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Kenley Kristofferson

Wisdom of the Rock as a standalone piece is meant as a scaffold to programming the Cardinal Elements suite.
Wisdom of the Rock (which is movement III from the suite) begins a troubled and haunted musical story.
When I was researching this piece and talking to Treaty One Indigenous folks about their tradition of the
elements, I expected them to talk about the “strength” of earth and rock; to my surprise, they said something
quite different. They spoke of the wisdom of the rock and that it had been present for ages, seeing the First
Peoples on the land, then the coming of the settlers, and the difficult relationship we’ve been navigating for
the last few centuries. We are connected to the earth and need its wisdom, perhaps now more than ever.
Measure 21 reveals a more hopeful side of the music – perhaps by listening to the rock and forming a
stronger connection with the earth, we may forge a better relationship with one another.

K.K.
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