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George Frederic Handel

 This work is from the first part of Handel’s Messiah which tells the story of Christ and His birth.  Based on 
verses from the Old Testament, the words were taken from the scripture Zechariah ix, 9-10.  A brilliant 
Allegro, the feeling of exalted joy is established with the leaping figure in the vocal line.  Handel wrote a 
second version of this aria in triple metre (12/8) which is also performed frequently.
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