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The title for this work comes from its first four movements. The third letter of each of the first three 
movements plus the first letter of the fourth movement spells "Ions".  Ions are small, charged particles and 
this is the feeling the composer was intending when he wrote this piece.  Each movement displays a specific
mood or idea unique to that movement.  The title of each section should provide a clue as to the mood 
intended.  "Triliad" is based on threes: triplet figures, hemiolas creating a 9/8 feel, augmented and diminished
triads.  "Evocation" is simply intended to "evoke" a feeling of nostalgia.  A "Monolith" is something that 
stands alone.  This movement contains seventeen measures, a prime number (which "stands alone"), and 
attempts to portray the starkness inherent in the monolith.  "Secrecy" shows the trumpet trying to tiptoe, with
the feeling of keeping something hidden, not always successfully. "Longing" is a title with several meanings.
The first is the obvious emotional aspect.  Next is the tempo, which is the slowest found in IONS.  This 
implies stretching, or making longer.  Consistent with this is the way the movement begins, with each 
successive pair of intervals becoming wider, or "longer".  And finally, there are no "short" notes used in this
movement.  "Challenge" is so named because the composer has attempted to evoke the feel of the trumpet 
call used by ancient armies challenging one another to battle.
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