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Johann Sebastian Bach

THE WORK: This Concerto is an arrangement of a transcription. The original work by Antonio Vivaldi 
(1678-1741) was for a string orchestra, transcribed by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) for solo organ. 
Vivaldi’s imitative writing is found throughout the work but Bach has added his own flavour adding 
idiomatic organ writing to better showcase his own playing. Bach transcribed several of Vivaldi’s string 
works including Vivaldi’s Op. 3, entitled L’estro armonico.

 THE TRANSCRIPTION: The imitative passages must be carefully matched between the two trumpets. Style
and articulation must be equal and grand. This is a great showcase for the organist and when the trumpets 
enter, their sound must grow out of the organ sound.

 Organ scores have been provided in the keys of Bb and C. With this piece in Bb concert, players perform on
Bb trumpets (as written) or could transpose onto Eb trumpets to be more light.
Performance in the key of C should be performed on piccolo trumpets in the key of A, G or Bb.

 Eb trumpet parts (or any other transposed trumpet) can be ordered directly from Eighth Note Publications for
a small fee.
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