559/2% Nots Publications

Toccata and Fugue in D minor
BWYV 565

Johann Sebastian Bach
Arranged by David Marlatt

THE WORK: One of the most famous solo organ compositions of Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) is his
Toccata and Fugue in D minor. The organ works of Bach came in the Wiemar period of his life. The forms
he wrote for were borrowed and adapted from his predecessors such as Frescobaldi and Buxtehude. The
toccata was a designed as a virtuosic showpiece to demonstrate the brilliant technique of an organist. The
fugue was an intricate network of contrapuntal voices on a single brief theme, one voice following the other
at measured intervals. This work consists of a toccata and fugue then ends with a short toccata.

THE TRANSCRIPTION: The continuation of the musical line is crucial in this contrapuntal work. Careful
matching of articulation, dynamic and style must also be done by the trumpets to successfully add their

colour to the grand expanse of the organ. The pedal work in the organ part has been greatly simplified to
facilitate ease of playing.
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Toccata and Fugue in D minor

J.S. Bach

(1685-1750)
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