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Canon

Johann Pachelbel
Arranged by Ben Perrier

THE WORK: Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) was an organist at Nuremburg and Erfurt in Germany. He was
especially renowned for his vocal music, fugues, variations (chaconnes and passacaglias), and canons. The
canon is the most strict form of imitative composition. This Canon is made up of a series of melodic
variations (specifically a passacaglia) over a repeated bass line (ground bass). This work is originally for
organ or another keyboard instrument but is more famous as a transcription for three violins and continuo.
This piece has been arranged many times over for many different ensembles including brass quintet, brass
choir, string quartet, string orchestra, woodwind quintet, woodwind choir, hand bell choir, kazoo quartet, and
even an electronic synthesized version.

THE TRANSCRIPTION: Pachelbel’s Canon....... for the Trombone? This is one of my favourite pieces of
music and I decided not to let my instrument get in the way of playing this lovely piece. The original key of
this piece is D major but I put it in B flat to facilitate the range and key of the trombone. I arranged this work
for four equal trombones (as opposed to three tenors and a bass trombone) so I could move the bass line
around. The bass line is predominantly in the fourth part. However, all players get a crack at this serene and
simple melody. This transcription requires that all four players must have an F-attachment on their
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each player. Watch for tuning and articulation especially in the low range of the instrument. All trills are
optional and articulations can be modified to the liking of the performers.
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Allegretto con moto J
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