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Johann Schmelzer

 THE WORK:  As was a common practice of the day, Johann Heinrich Schmelzer (1620-1680) wrote this 
Sonata for a combination of trumpets and trombones. Schmelzer took this type of instrumental scoring one 
step further writing for two cornetti, two natural trumpets, three trombones and basso continuo. The brilliance
of the cornetto adds lightness and elegance that floats above the foundation set by the natural trumpets and 
trombones.

 THE TRANSCRIPTION:  The cornetti parts have been given to the e-flat trumpets and this should ensure 
lightness both in dynamic and in articulation. The other two trumpet parts can be performed with more of a 
fanfare feeling. The tuba and horn represent the organ and should be treated more as a background and 
supporting sound colour.
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