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Scherzo
from Symphony No. 7

Anton Bruckner
Arranged by Kenneth Bray

Anton Bruckner was born in Austria in 1824. His career in music began as a church organist at Linz, and
eventually he became an organ recitalist and professor of organ at the famous Vienna Conservatory. He died
in Vienna in 1896.

As a composer, his most valued works were produced after he was 40 years old. Strongly influenced by
Richard Wagner and his music, Bruckner’s musical activities were affected adversely by the Wagner-Brahms
controversy raging at that time. As well, there was little mutual regard between Brahms and Bruckner. The
latter, a deeply religious man, is noted for his 9 symphonies (especially the slow movements) and his sacred
choral compositions. Several of the slow movements (adagio’s) have been extracted from his symphonies and
have appeared in a CD format by themselves, a startlingly unusual event. Some of his orchestral works
appeared in various revised forms, but the original versions are largely preferred today.

The Scherzo movement from this Symphony No. 7, written between 1881 - 83, is neatly adaptable to a brass
choir.
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It is interesting to note that Bruckner’s use of multiple consecutive silent bars is something of an individual
“hallmark” which has been discussed widely. The 3 silent bars preceding the Trio and the da Capo have been
maintained by the arranger because it is felt that they are necessary to the metrical balance of the whole
movement. Obviously Bruckner felt the need of these 3 measured silent bars in each case.
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Scherzo

from Symphony No. 7 Movement 3

A. Bruckner
(1824-1896)
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