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Canon

Johann Pachelbel
Arranged by David Marlatt

The incredible fame and popularity of this work are staggering. What is not commonly known is “the”
version of the Canon, which many understand to be the original, is scored for 3 violins and continuo. This is
not the original version. Pachelbel’s first scoring was a Canon and Gigue for solo organ.

There have been many arrangements of this work for every combination of instruments including solo piano,
steel drums, recorder ensemble, trumpet octet, several for brass quintet and double brass quintet.

This arrangement has the interesting melodic material flowing throughout the top four players rather than

having just the trumpets play the high majority of the melody (even the tuba gets a short melodic line which
is a break from the two bar ground!).
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