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Leo Delibes

Lakmé is the most famous work by Léo Delibes (1836-1891). It is an opera in 3 acts set to the libretto by 
Gondinet and Gille after P. Loti’s novel Rarahu ou Le Mariage de Loti. This famous duet between the 
characters Lakmé and Mallika is often called the Flower Duet. The interest in this particular section of this 
opera is probably due to the piece being used in several movie soundtracks.

 This arrangement is set up to feature 2 trumpets with the famous duet with the remainder of the ensemble, 2
cup muted trumpets and 2 flugel horns, adding a colourful accompaniment. The original meter was 6/8. This
has been altered to 3/4 for ease of reading.
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