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George Frederic Handel

 THE WORK:  In the shadow of the glory of Messiah from the pen George Frederic Handel (1685-1759) 
came Solomon (1748). This elegant work was originally for strings with two solo oboes. The writing is 
typically Handel with the soloists colouring the string parts then bursting through with their own duet 
passages.

 THE TRANSCRIPTION:  Trumpet 3 and 4 parts are Handel’s original oboe parts with some minor 
adaptations. Trumpet 1 can be played on Bb Piccolo Trumpet or Eb. (The Eb Trumpet would blend better 
with the other voices.) Another option is for all the trumpet parts to be performed on cornets with Trumpet 1
playing soprano cornet. This would create a lighter feel.
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