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Suite on Canadian Folk Songs

Morley Calvert
Arranged by David Marlatt

This work contains three movements (Marianne s’en va-t-au moulin’, She’s like the Swallow and J’entends
le moulin) based on traditional Canadian folk songs. Morley Calvert (1928-1991) originally wrote this suite
for brass band and is published by the Salvation Army. Around the same time he also did a version for
concert band, which was never published. It was this concert band version which has been used as the basis
for this arrangement for brass quintet and optional percussion. The first movement was also used by the
composer as the first movement for his famous Suite from the Monteregian Hills written in 1961. The
arranger has used dynamics, articulations, voicings and tempo indications from the concert band version
rather than simply rewriting the Marche movement. This means that there are subtle differences between the
two first movements even though they are both scored for quintet. Dynamics, length of notes, articulations,
tempo indications, etc. were all carefully compared between the concert band, brass band and Suite from the
Monteregian Hills versions to arrive at this arrangement.

The percussion part is optional but would add some unique colours to the quintet. It has been suggested that

the trombone player perform on euphonium for at least the second movement if not the entire work. There
are some passages that are better suited to the sound and characteristics of the euphonium.
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