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Georg Christoph Wagenseil

Georg Christoph Wagenseil (1715-1777) is relatively unknown as a composer but he did occupy the 
important post of Kapellmeister to the Imperial court in Vienna for his entire working career.  He was a 
favoured student of Fux as a well a leading keyboard virtuoso and music teacher to the Empress Maria 
Theresa and her daughters.  His Trombone Concerto, which is believed to be the first written for the 
instrument, showcases the very elegeant galant  style which arose around the time that composers grew into
what is now called the Classical period.  Wagenseil's concerto, along with concerti by Leopold Mozart, 
Michael Haydn, and Johann Georg Albrechtsburger, form an interesting repertoire in the history of the 
trombone; these pieces were all believed to be written for Tomas Gschlatt, the most celebrated trombonist in
the Austrian courts at this time.  The notation of alto clef and the higher tessitura all suggest the alto 
trombone, an instrument that was widely used in this period, and is now making a comeback.  The piece is 
playable on the tenor but the smaller, brighter tone of the alto trombone is much more suitable.  It is a 
wonderful addition to any program, especially a program featuring Baroque and Classical transcriptions for 
brass.
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