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Amilcare Ponchielli

Amilcare Ponchielli was an Italian composer born in Paderno Fasolaro on August 31, 1834. He won a 
scholarship to study music at the Milan Conservatory at the age of nine and completed his first symphony at 
the age of ten. Ponchielli is best known for his opera composed in 1876, La Gioconda and the ballet music 
extracted from the opera, Dance of the Hours. In 1881 he was appointed a professor of composition at the 
Milan Conservatory where he taught Giacomo Puccini and Pietro Mascagni. Ponchielli died in Milan on 
January 17, 1886 and was interred in the Cimitero Monumentale.

 From 1861 until 1873, Ponchielli was the director of the Banda nazionale in Piacenza and Cremona. He 
conducted more than 350 concerts and over 400 pieces during the years 1865 through 1873. Among the 
Ponchielli’s 82 original works and 120 arrangements of music by other composers still in existence at the 
Biblioteca Statale in Cremonoa are 4 major works for brass soloists. These works include the Concerto for 
Tromba in fa, the Fantasia per cornetto su La Traviata, the Concerto per cornetto, and the Concerto for 
ficorno basso (Euphonium).

 The Concerto for Tromba in fa  (Trumpet Concerto) has been rescored from its original concert band 
instrumentation into this edition for solo trumpet and brass quintet. It was written to feature guest trumpet 
soloist Dr. Karen Gustafson with the Alaska Brass during a recital at the University Of Alaska, Fairbanks 
Summer Arts Academy.
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